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SPECIAL PREVIEW OPENING BONUS OFFER
BUY NOW AND RECEIVE ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING:
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Call: 416.228.8886 or visit empirecommunities.com
Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers protected. *From vendor’s standard samples. Illustrations are artist’s concepts. E.&O.E.

Don’t just dream about resort style living,experience it.
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Four stainless steel kitchen appliances
(i.e Refrigerator, Stove, Dishwasher, Microwave)

Granite kitchen countertop to include under mount sink and
a pull out faucet*

Add jets to that fabulous soaker tub for a luxurious whirlpool

Hardwood flooring in the Living/Dining area*

Sales Office: 
South side of Finch Ave. 

1 block west of Yonge St.

$149,900from

Luxury Condominiums

1 bedroom from $149,900
1 bedroom plus den from $184,900
2 bedroom from $209,400
2 bedroom plus den from $280,400

Architecture

The new condo at 3531 Lake
Shore Blvd. W. is no log cabin,
but the people who live in it are
pioneers — urban pioneers to be
precise.

These are the hardy folk who
belong to the first generation of
residents to live on a street that
so far has been more accus-
tomed to strip malls and park-
ing lots. Most likely it will be
years before this pleasant four-
storey structure feels like part of
something, before it blends in
with the rest of the neighbour-

hood.
Located on the south side of

Lake Shore at Long Branch Ave.,
the new condo, called the Wa-
terford, draws its inspiration
from a very traditional aesthet-
ic, one with a hint of Gothic in its
arched entrances and pointed
gables.

The use of stone helps enor-
mously and though the archi-
tecture is anything but adven-
turous, it’s nevertheless urban
and integrated into its environ-
ment, or rather, some idea of
what that environment will
eventually become. It addresses
the street well and speaks a lan-
guage of pure domesticity. In
the decades to come, this will be
the place to be.

GRADE: B 

Christopher Hume is the Star’s
urban issues reporter. In this
weekly feature, he rates the ap-
pearance of condos around town.
He can be reached at chume@th-
estar.ca

DAVID COOPER/TORONTO STAR PHOTOS

It may be years before the four-storey condo on Lake Shore Blvd. W. at
Long Branch Ave. blends in with the rest of the neighbourhood, but in the
future this project will be “the place to be,” writes Christopher Hume.

Urban pioneers
mark evolution
of Lake Shore 

Christopher Hume
Critic’s Eye

Condo speaks of
pure domesticity

Do you agree with Christo-
pher Hume’s assessment of
The Waterford?
Vote on whether you think his
views are fair, too generous or
too critical. We also welcome
your comments. 

‰ To vote online, and to leave
your comments, go to
www.thestar.com/condos.

‰ To vote by phone, call
StarPhone at 416-350-
3000, category 2664.
Press 1 if you think his
rating was fair; press 2 if it
is too generous; or press 3
if it is too critical.

‰ Fax comments to
416-865-3635, or by mail
to Condo Living, The Star,
One Yonge St., Toronto
M5E 1E6.

Last week’s poll
A total of 77 readers gave us
their opinions on the B- rating
that Christopher Hume
awarded Skylofts in last
week’s Condo Living. 

Of the votes tallied from
StarPhone and the Web site:
30% said the rating was fair.
13% said it was too generous.
57% said it was too critical.

Tell us what you think

Re Proving it’s better to save
and convert, Nov. 29
As a regular visitor to the I-Zone
lofts, I feel Christopher Hume
made some very good observa-
tions about that building and ar-
ea. 

The studio district is in the

same raw stages that the Beach-
es once was, and look what has
happened there.

Great review. Keep up the hon-
est reviews — whether we like
’em or not!
Paul Indrigo, realtor, Toronto

Write to Condo Living, The Toron-
to Star, One Yonge St., Toronto,
Ont. M5E 1E6, fax 416-865-3635
or e-mail condos@thestar.ca. In-
clude your full name, address and
telephone number. The editors
reserve the right to edit all corre-
spondence.

Keep up honest
condo reviews

LETTER
ART SHOW: The Willowdale
Group of Artists will display
their work at the Markham The-
atre Art Gallery, 171 Town Cen-
tre Blvd., Markham to Dec. 28. 

GIFTS THAT GIVE BACK: Ten
Thousand Villages, the non-
profit Mennonite craft stores,
are holding Living Gift Festivals
at three locations. Make a dona-
tion in someone’s name for an
unusual Christmas gift. You’ll

get a thank-you card detailing
the project and a Christmas or-
nament in return. Today and to-
morrow at 362 Danforth Ave.,
phone 416-462-9779, and to-
morrow at 189 Lakeshore Rd. E.
in Oakville.

On the Agenda is a free listing of
events of interest to condo own-
ers or buyers. Send information
to Condo Living, The Star, One
Yonge St., Toronto M5E 1E6, or
send a fax to (416) 865-3635.
Items can also be e-mailed to
condos@thestar.ca.

ON THE AGENDA


